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For War-Resistance and World-Community 


April 21, 1950. 


Growing demand for a 


lead from the Churches 
ARCHDEACON’S LETTER TO ARCHBISHOP 


THE PRESSURE UPON CHURCH LEADERS FOR 
DEFINITE ACTION AGAINST THE USE OF THE H-BOMB IS 
IT EXPRESSES THE GROWING 
CONVICTION THAT THERE CAN BE NO EFFECTIVE MOVE 
TOWARDS WORLD PEACE WITHOUT THE LEADERSHIP OF 


MORE 


mately use. This the Archdeacon illus- 
trates by two quotations from Dr. Oldham 


has been carried a step further in the Christian News Letter in 1940: 


(1) “The whole Christian tradition is 
opposed to the view that everything is 
permissible in war in order to win... 
there is a line to draw somewhere. 
“Christianity is meaningless unless for 
every man there is a point where he 
says, ‘Here I stand before an absolute; 
this is unconditionally forbidden.’ ” 


(2) “. .. If war degenerates into wilful | 


slaughter of the innocent, Christians 
must either become pacifists or give up 
their religion.” 


Reaching an “ absolute ” 


“Tt seems to us,” the Archdeacon’s letter 
continues, “that if ever there is a point 
where Christians ... 


the use of the hydrogen bomb.” 


It would not be sufficient, the Archdeacon 
says, merely to urge that Britain and USA 
should undertake not to take the initiative 
in using the bomb. 


“Unless we are to take the wholly un- 


ethical standpoint that any action be- | 


comes legitimate if the enemy have done 
it first, it seems to us that Christians 
must say that the use of such a weapon 

. is sinful to Christians in any circum- 
stances whatsoever.” 


He concludes by saying that Christian 
leaders should unite in an_ unconditional 
condemnation of the use—and therefore the 
manufacture—of hydrogen bombs. 


In reply, the Archbishop’s chaplain sent 
a copy of the Archbishop’s Diocesan Notes 
on the bomb, and a note that he has nothing 
to add at present. 


IN BRISTOL TONIGHT 


rPPHE Rev. Michael Scott will speak at the 

Museum Lecture Theatre, Bristol, to- 
night, Friday, at 7.30 p.m. at a meeting 
jointly sponsored by the Friends Peace 
(Committee, Peace Pledge Union and the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, His subject: 


| “South Africa and its Many Problems.” 


come to what Dr. | 
Oldham calls an absolute, it is in regard to} 


MICHAEL 


‘PEACE NEWS | 


THREEPENCE 


SCOTT’S 


CAMPAIGN OPENS 


“The Christian spirit and all that it has sought to accomplish in 
South Africa is now being threatened by a false theory and practice of 
race rule; even the work of healing and education is being overborne by 
the terrible consequences of unjust laws.”—Michael Scott. 


ENTRAL HALL, Westminster, 
was crowded to overflowing last 
Monday evening when Michael Scott 
spoke on the problem of the South 
African natives. Some hundreds of 
people who were unable to gain en- 
trance were addressed by the speaker 
during the course of the evening. 


“This matter of the colour bar,” said 
Michael Scott, “is not one,which is far 
away from the life of England. You can 
no longer say it is no concern of yours.” 


We are confronted with the task, he said, 
of laying the foundation of a civilisation 
which will endure. Britain had a choice 
between two ways, two conceptions of life 
and the nature of God and man and the 
universe. 


“Tf anyone should say that theology 
or philosophy doesn’t matter, let him 
come to South Africa and see how much 
it matters what a man believes about 
God and his fellow man. There you will 
find a colour-bar which is crucifying our 
country and obstructing the natural, 
social and economic development of all 
races, white included. 


“ You will find a whole race of people who 
have been tricked and dispossessed of their 
lands until they, who number four-fifths 
of the whole population, now own less than 
13 per cent. of the land, and the trickery 
by, which they were dispossessed has been 
consolidated by Acts of Parliament.” 


Slavery perhaps preferable 


The health of the African was deteriora- 
ting, he said. Between 25 per cent. and 30 
per cent. of the urban natives had syphilis, 
a disease unknown before the white man’s 
advent. The Chief Tuberculosis Officer said 
South Africa had the dubious distinction of 
holding the world’s record for the TB 
death-rate among its non-European indus- 
trial wor«ers. Native infant mortality was 
not less than 150 per 1,000 and in some areas 
as high as 700. 


“In some ways,” Michael Scott said, 
“perhaps slavery was preferable to the 
conditions imposed on some of the Afri- 
can farm labourers today. I say this 
after great consideration. 


“ At least it was to someone’s self-interest 
to feed and house slaves properly; even 


WHY | LEFT THE LABOUR PARTY 


Britain ‘Ham in the Sandwich’ 
in World War III —Prof. Hogben 


NVITED to explain why he had handed in his resignation to the 

Birmingham University Labour Party after having been a member of 

the Party for thirty-two years, Professor Lancelot Hogben, FRS, told the 
World Government Journal, Humanity: 

“My reasons for doing so recall the recent utterances of the Archbishop of 

York. Within a few years, living matter of any sort may be extinct in these 


islands; and there may be no human survivors to enjoy the luxury of disagree- 
ing or agreeing to differ about the merits of more or less private enterprise. 


“ Tmpoverished by 2 monstrous burden of 
armaments, Britain has no prospect of 
survival in a war between two great power 
blocs. 


“Whether we choose one or the other 
as an ally, we are the ham between the 
sandwich, 


“Nevertheless, there is still breathing 
space in which Britain can assume the 
moral leadership of the peace hungry, war- 
weary peoples of five continents. 


“TI have no more illusions about the 
leaders of the USSR than about the cynic- 
ally articulate military pressure group of 
Republican senators who have attuned the 
ears of Europe to the adjective ‘expendable.’ 
But I deny Mr. Bevin’s thesis that we have 
done everything possible to avert an other- 
wise certain doom.” 


Is Civil Defence possible? 
Discussing the question of civil defence in 


bears witness courageously | the next war, Professor Hogben asked: “Is 
of the God) there any civil defence—other than World 


Government or mass_emigration—against 
None of my scientific 


circumstanees conducive to candour 


reply. 


“Can we put round Birmingham a 50-mile 
radius rural ring of deep shelters from 
which trained personnel can proceed by 
high-speed car or helicopter to the rescue 
of a handful of survivors when an H-Bomb 
falls on the city centre? If so, at what 
cost to a nation staggering to ruin under 
an already monstrous burden of arma- 
ments? 


Ministry of Peace would cost less 


“ Would it be less economical to create a 
Ministry of Peace and to set up a Royal 
Commission or working party to formulate 
a constructive foreign policy with a view to 
British initiative in the world-wide move- 
ment towards World Government.” 


Prof. Hogben is the author of the popular 
best-seller “‘ Mathematics for the Million.” 
He was recently elected to the National 
Executive of the Crusade for World 
Government, while his recent book, “ From 
Cave Painting to Comic Strip,” is a 
vigorous plea for world unity.. 

The April issue of Humanity, price 1s., 
is obtainable from 341 Bath Street, Glas- 
gow, C.2, or from Housmans Bookshop, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


train them to a craft. Slaves were at least 


as valuable as cattle.” 
What, he asked, were Christians going to 
do in this situation ? The Church was 


God’s instrument for the redemption of the 
world and they had to find some effective 
form of resistance to this evil which was 
backed by all the force of a State. 

“The fact is,” he said, “ these people are 


A fuller picture of the conditions in 
South Africa is given on page 4 in a re- 
view of this book, “In Face of Fear: 
Michae] Scott’s challenge to South 
Africa.” 


going to be driven into the path of wrath 
and hatred by the irresponsibility of our 
Statesmen.” 


Britain must be warned that, both in 
politics and religion, the counsels of moder- 
ation and tolerance are being discredited in 
face of a doctrine of racial hatred and con- 
tempt. 


Opportunity for the pioneering spirit 


Michael Scott referred to the storing up 
in America of vast quantities of food which 
Africans need but which are now unused. 
He urged that Britain and America should 
form an International Trust to solve this 
riddle and provide capital resources and 
technical aid to help the African peoples 
without exploitation and the subservience of 
all human and eternal values to money 
values. 


“Here is an opportunity,” he said, “for 
your technicians and Statesmen, for 
missionaries in a new sense, to show the 
pioneering spirit.” And he quoted Shaw: 
*Why not give Christianity a trial 7’ 


Our world was drifting into chaos 
through a loss of direction and a fatal 
dualism. It was not a question of Hast 


or West, Left or Right, but of the material 
part of the world growing more and more 
divorced from its spiritual part, The 
material, which knows no moral law, has 
become a law unto itself, with a fatal dia- 
lectic of hatred and power versus hatred 
and power which it will take an even 
greater power than hatred to break. 


Resist the Gandhian way 


The South African problem was, in a 
sense, the problem facing all Christendom. 
How to bring the moral force of God’s crea- 
tive power to bear on a world which is get- 
ting out of control. We Christians must 
chailenge the supremacy of a legal system 
which knows no moral law. 


“Ts it not compatible with the Chris- 
tian spirit for the members of a group 
which oppresses others to say, ‘ We prefer 
to accept the penalty of this unjust law 
rather than acquiesce in the law becom- 
ing an instrument of injustice and op- 
pression?" That was the Gandhian way 
and I am convinced it was the way of 
hee to resist the lawlessness of the 
aw. 


Before concluding, Michael Scott read a 
message from an Atrican Chief: 


“T hope you will not forget us when you 
are home. We will not forget you. We will 
look to you. We are hungry and we look 
for food. If someone has fallen into a well 
he always looks up for someone to pull him 
out. That is all. Please greet the mem- 
bers of His Majesty’s Government...” 

“There can be no room for racial superi- 
ority in the new world order,” Michael 
Scott concluded. However widely separated 
in time and culture, humanity is all one 
and moving towards greater unity which 
we hope will find a common union with 
Christ. 


Humanity is one 


“For Christ himself was one of the de- 
spised and oppresssed peoples. He was a 
Yid; a Dago; a Wop; a Coolie; a Nigger 
and a Boer, all in one sacred humanity 
which was crucified that we might all have 
life more abundantly.” 

_ The meeting was called by Christian Ac- 
tion, and the chairman was Canon John 
Collins of St. Paul’s. 

He said the purpose of the meeting was 
two-fold: to enable people to see and hear 
Michael Scott, and to inspire us all to do 
what we could to persuade those responsible 
to form policies for the Commonwealth 
more in accord with Christian principles. 


(continued on back page) 
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GESTURES 


LETTER on another page raises 

a matter about which there is 
continual controversy. We refer to 
Mr. Farham’s proposal for a gesture 
of good will.by the Western Powers 
to Russia. 


We are not for the moment con- | 


sidering the proposal as such, nor 
whether it is itself desirable or prac- 
tical. The question is whether 
governments can ever be persuaded 


to such gestures, and whether it is | 


the nature of the beasts to do so— 
which many people appear to doubt. 


It is frequently even said that 
ayer nments do not make gestures 
at all. 


And it is certainly true that 
governments of Great Powers, as at 
present mentally and morally con- 
stituted, will not make gestures of 
this sort without some exceptionally 
strong pressure being put upon them 
from a source at present somewhat 
obscure. 


But that is not because govern- 
ments do not make gestures. It is 
rather because they are at present 
busy making gestures of a very dif- 
ferent sort, namely, physical gestures 
of defiance and moral gestures of 
self-righteousness and innocence. 


In fact, the present governments 
of Britain, USA and Russia are at 
the moment making what are prob- 
ably the widest and most expensive 
gestures in al] history. 


For have we not their word for it 
that their armament programmes are 
nothing but gestures, and that the 
arms themselves are being manu- 
factured for the sole purpose of pre- 
venting their own use? 

Surely one could hardly have ges- 
tures more exclusively gesticulant 
than that. 

Further, governments actually 
make gestures of goodwill. Ever 
since the full-dress visit of the Queen 
of Sheba to King Solomon it has been 
the constant practice of governments 
to extend the glad hand to other 
governments, They have their Fields 
of the Cloth of Gold, their Ententes 
Cordiales; they invite each other’s 
titular representatives as honoured 
guests and show them the sights and 
regale them with food and frolic. 

But the doubt as to whether 
gevernments would ever make such a 
gesture as the one described is based 
on the belief that governments, re- 
presenting large nations, cannot be 
expected to behave according to the 
same standards as individuals. 

It is true that as a general rule 
they don’t. We have become all too 
familiar with the duality of outlook 
commonly maintained by the citizen 
as an individual and the same citizen 
acting in concert with his fellow- 
countrymen. 

Yet it is equally true that on oc- 
casions they can. The _ present 
Government, for example, by giving 
freedom to India, combined an ex- 
pression of goodwill and faith in 
democratic principle with an act of 
very practical politics which will live 
in history as an occasion when a 
government performed a deed of 


virtue worthy of the highest stan- 


dards of personal morality. 

The truth is that governments be- 
have according to the pressure put 
upon them by a minority of deter- 
mined individuals. 

We must repudiate this idea that 
nations cannot be expected to abide 
by the same standards of morality as 
individuals. It is the very essence of 
democratic faith and principle that 
they can. 


Democracy is terribly young 
A Commentary by ROY SHERWOOD 


NTICIPATING by a few days 

the U.S. Information Service’s 
distribution of Michael Shipkov’s 
affidavit on the methods whereby the 
Bulgarian Military Militia obtained from 
him a confession of espionage, the Man- 
chester Guardian published on April 12 an 
article entitled “ The Technique of Confes- 
sion,’ based on the same document. And, 
whether he reads that article or the ver- 
batim text of the full affidavit, no norma] 
man will come away from reading either 
without feeling that whatever large or 
small amount of confidence he may pre- 
viously still have had in the liberalised 
habits of our age has received a terrifying 
shock. 


Let a few extracts from the article speak 
for themselves: 


“His interrogation began about three 
o’clock in the afternoon and continued 
without interruption for 32 hours, until 
late the following evening. His interro- 
gators worked in shifts of two, changing 
every hour or so. ... To accelerate the 
process (of breaking down Shipkov’s 
morale) the chief interrogator ordered 
the so-called wall treatment. Shipkov 
was made to stand facing a wall at a dis- 
tance which allowed him to touch it with 
the two forefingers of his outstretched 
arms, then made to step back some 
twelve inches, maintaining his balance 
against the -wall by the contact of one 
finger of each hand only. No man can 
endure this posture for more than half an 
hour without fainting. Shipkov had re- 
peated treatment of it until Sunday 
morning. Finally, he collapsed, and said 
he was willing to confess to anything.” 


For consideration of pacifists 

JF our main concern here were with the 
wickedness of the Bulgarian Military 

Militia or that of other Communist institu- 

tions, we might leave off at this point, or 


continue with more harrowing extracts 
from the article and the affidavit. But the 


STUART MORRIS has written the fourth 
pamphlet in the Peace Pledge Union's 
series, “Your Questions Answered,” an 
abridged version of which appears below. 
Copies of the leaflet for free distribution 
may be obtained from the PPU, Dick 
Sheppard House, 6, Endsleigh Street, 
W.C.1. Contributions towards postage and 
printing will be welcomed. 


DOES THE 


AND then the questioner goes on to quote 
+** some incident from the Old Testament, 
or something which Christ is supposed to 
have said or done in the hope of proving 
that the Bible is a war-like book or that 
Christ implied that war was inevitable, or 
himself used violence. 


It is possible to support almost any 
argument by using words taken out of their 
context or by quoting isolated texts from 
the Bible. We often accuse newspapers of 
doing much the same when, by only report- 
ing what suits them, they actually mis- 
report the speaker. 


Before dealing with some of the texts 
used. it is as well to remember that the 
Bible is the long story of how man came to 
understand about God. 


It consists of a variety of books written 
over very many years by historians, philo- 
sophers, poets, biographers and reporters, 
each of whom has his own story to tell and 
his own way of telling it—though none, of 
course, in English. It is, therefore, a 
developing story in which we find dis- 
crepancies. 


There are passages in the Old Testament 
which suggest that God is a tyrant inflict- 
ing on defeated enemies punishments which 
today we regard as war crimes. But this 
is only the unfinished picture of God which 
man had at that time, and the true picture 
can only be seen when we examine the 
whole story. For that we must have the 
New Testament as well as the Old, and 
here again we have not got a straight- 
forward story written by one person. 


* 


There are four accounts of the life of 
Christ, none of them written until several 
years after his death; all of them made up 
from the accounts of different eye-witnesses 
or the stories which had been passed on by 
word of mouth before anything was written 
down. So we get accounts of the same 
incidents which differ according to the re- 
collection or point of view of the reporter. 
There is, therefore, little profit in arguing 
about particular texts. 


What is important is the picture of God 
and his method and purpose which becomes 
clear from a study of the whole story. 


Though we may differ about the meaning 
of texts, there will be general agreement 
upon the principles which take shape in the 
life of Christ. 

The great crisis arises in his life when, 
because he accepts membership within a 
defeated race, he has to meet his nation’s 
desire for freedom. To hasten the restora- 
tion of their kingdom the Jewish leaders 
would have put into his hands a defensive 
sword, and when he refuses to be-made 
a king, their enthusiasm turns into the 


| hatred which leads to the Cross. 


pacifist feels the compulsion of two other 
factors. The first comes to his notice to- 
wards the end of the affidavit: Shipkov 
makes it plain that his torturers were 
actuated by a sense of duty. Let him again 
speak for himself: 


“T rarely could perceive any personal 
hatred or enmity . . but sooner an 
academic detached dealing with an an- 
noying problem... not much imagination 
nor quick brains.” 


Though not all equally gentle, no single 
one of his interrogators is described as a 
downright brute, in spite of the fact that at 
least one, and possibly two of them, hit 
him on the neck while he had to lean for- 
ward in that tortured stance against the 
wall. Of one of them, he says that he was 
handsome, soft spoken, deliberate, almost 
gentle; and when he was allowed to go on 
Sunday evening, he was “led out of the 
building and left in a friendly manner.” 
His interrogators were neither disgusted 
with him for being, according to them, a 
self-confgssed spy, nor in the least troubled 
by any kind of feeling of guilt. 


And this side of the Curtain? 


JFror our second factor, we have to go 
* back to the Manchester Guardian. 
There, on page 4 of the same isue, and 
continued on page 6, we find an article en- 
titled “‘ Justice in France,” which takes us 


to our own side of the Iron Curtain, Let 
that, too, speak in its own words: 
“More serious still, perhaps, is the 


failure of all attempts hitherto made to 
prevent prolonged interrogations by the 
police to secure confessions . . . strange 
evidence has come fo light in the course 
of the hearing of the Commission of In- 
quiry into the ‘Case of the Generals.’ 
Peyré, during his short arrest, was _ in- 
terrogated for 32 hours on end. More 
astonishing still, an officer serving in the 
SDECE (the French equivalent of the 
Intelljizence Service) was interrogated at 
the Sureté for over 20 hours, and at the 
end of the interrogation his immediate 
chief was called out of bed to be con- 
fronted with him.” 


Towards authoritarianism 

HERE, we scoff at confessions and boast 
* about our, proceedings in open court. 

But the length of visits by people invited 

to police stations “to help in the investi- 


gations” has on some recent occasions be- 
come so jong that something like a team of 


WA 


police interviewers has subsequently bee 
reported; and the number of cases in whle 
a solicitor in a magistrate’s court objec! 
to a voluntary statement, made by 
client before he had been charged, Delle 
admitted as evidence is plainly on the ™ 
crease, 


Brutality apart, perhaps the different 
between the system of which we are % 


Ww 
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proud and those which we condemn * Protesi 
fiercely is not as great as we would like?) Prayer 
believe. To me, it all suggests our time? la 
fast growing convergence towards mor ter y 
authoritarianism and less latitude for ™ Winj 
individual. It may be necessary in prese® inif 
day conditions but, in so far as it is. 1% Nember 
also a public indicator of the all-round “G 
lowering of standards. ton, 
| ce 
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e Py 
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most simultaneous birth of nationalism 3”. housed 
Napoleon’s introduction of conscriptiO®y 
within the present century, its accentuatl Twen 
dates back to the gigantic stupidities of 1% Meinning 
peace treaties after the 1914-1918 war; ah And gai 
within the last decade, its further accelet® Wainst 
tion began with the last war—always 18 Defence 
name of democracy. “Th 
The process of turning personal libert? Maya} tt 
into the fully safeguarded right of ever We were 
individual in the world—where formerly! : 
was the privilege, in vast excess, of cet | “We y 
classes—has been halted and is beinf fered a 
versed because there is no world 28% |® the 
ment about what constitutes a democrat ixious 
regime. it but 
« 2 e e e 
Don’t leave it to politicians H the 
Metly 5 
MIXHAT, in itself, is not a political but. a t 
= intellectual and philosophic quest “ 
Because we set politicians to solve it i hay peer 
fail and shall continue to fail, as me to : 
frontal attacks in military warfare an fey cam 
fail. Though there were regimes in ancifle a° Staye 
slave-owning Greece that called themse’’y ttre p 
democratic, and even modern “ democfr med 


is more of a slogan than fact, the time he “yy 
Leal) 


surely come for us to think in the class- 


BIBLE APPROVE OF WAR? 


It is not indifference to the call of free- 
dom and justice that makes Christ refuse 
the way of violence. It is because it was 
not God’s way, and Christ’s task is to show 
the truth that God is not power, but power 
of love. 

The fact is that the Bible taken as a 
whole makes plain that God’s purpuse can- 
not be fulfilled through war, that violence 
can only be defeated by non-violent resis- 
tance, evil overcome by good. and hatred 
by love. 


* 


Now in regard to some of the most 
quoted passages.. First there is the one 
about driving the money-changers from the 
temple with a whip. 

This story is told in three of the four 
Gospels, two of which make no mention of 
the whip at all. The third account makes 
it quite plain that Christ did not use the 


whip upon the cattle dealers or the money- ! 


changers. The English translation is “ He 
made a scourge of cords and cast all out 
of the temple, both sheep and the oxen.” 


What Christ does is to drive the cattle 
out and then challenge the men responsible 
for turning the temple into a market. 
There is not even a hint that he used the 
whip upon the men. Indeed, the combined 
stories make it quite plain that they are 
overpowered by the sense of his moral 
authority, whereas if he had provoked them 
to violence by using violence against them 
he could hardly have withstood their com- 
bined assault. 


The incident, so far from being a justifi- 
cation of the use of violence, shows what 
one unarmed man by his moral authority 
and non-violent method of resistance can 
do against an angry mob. 


“ But,” says another questioner, “ did not 
Christ say that he came to bring not peace 
but a sword?” Yes, he did ay that, but 
he also makes quite plain that he was not 
talking about peace and war. He is using 
“sword” as a metaphor, just as we often 
do. 


He explains that, because his whole 
challenge does affect everything vitally, 
there is bound to be a sharp division be- 
tween those who accept his values and those 
who do not. Sometimes even a family may 
find itself divided. 


He nowhere suggests that his followers 
should be prepared to use the sword, for 
they can only follow his method—to over- 
come error by truth, evil by good, and 
hatred by love. 


* 
One other example; that of the strong 


man armed who keeps his house, taken to 
suggest that it is only by being strongly 
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The Russians feel that no one in the U.S.A. 


understands what they 


suffered during the war 


'WASHINGTON H-BOMB FASTERS 
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‘ayer meeting held, without giving notice, 
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Outside Washington Cathedral 


Srry 
aye people coming out a 


tig 


t Mr 
mu’ 


group who were fasting in Washington during Passion Week as a 


the English 


Good Friday was a day of prolonged 
a demonstration- 


building where the defence depart- 


Twenty-six of us just arrived, at the 


*zinning of the three-hour passion period 
md gaining entrance 


sat down 
lines 


easily 


the wall in two outside 


* The effect on the young military and 
Val staff members, who discovered why 
® Were there, was noticeable. 


We were soon of course questioned and 


at ie a comfortable room in another part 


‘he building. . As we knew they were 
lous to get us out of sight we refused 


» but as we had previously agreed that 
fre would be no civil disobedience (some 


he group not being prepared for it) we 


fietly walked out and took up our posi- 


On the main steps outside. 


There was a strong cold wind, and we 
to send back for blankets, but when 


Y¥Y came we were moderately comfortable. 


Stayed till 6 p.m. and distributed leaflets 
p.m. when hundreds of workers 
amed out of the building. 


No one abused us, almost all took leaf- 
quietly and even eagerly. I think it 
Partly because it was Good Friday, 
VY because of our meeting inside, news 


? Which had spread through the building. 


Y a few people are sick, I am afraid, 
Bui 1 believe it was tre- 


The other activity on Good Friday was 
Some people went to the cathedral, two 
Ing a plain wooden cross, the others 
short leaflet 
Nf them to choose between the Cross 
he hydrogen bomb. . .” 


lan earlier letter, written on the Tues- 
fore Good Friday at the end of the 
day without any food, Winifred Raw- 
Wrote to her sister in England: 


fag, This is the end of the third day of our 


I would never have believed that one 
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Protest against the manufacture of the H-Bomb, held a demonstration- 
Payer meeting in the Pentagon (U.S. War Office) on Good Friday. 
later visited the Soviet Embassy in 


Winifred Rawlins, 
Member of the group writes: 


They 
Washington. 


could feel so physically near to normal and 
be as active as most of us are; some of 
course feel more effects than others, par- 
ticularly the elder ones, but general morale 
and spirit is very high, and there is a quite 
wonderful effect of being under-girded by 
the soul-force being sent out to us on all 
sides—from groups who we know about and 
those of whom we don’t hear. 

Indian: ‘“‘ Why white men fasting? ” 

“There is a continuing stream of en- 
couraging letters coming in. 

“One of the most dramatic elements of 
our group is a Hopi Indian chief and his 
Hopi interpreter who came to Jearn “ why 
the white men are fasting” (something 
that the Hopi have done since their dim 


beginnings)... The Hopi are complete 
pacifists. 
“The most deeply satisfying thing I 


think, for me, was our delegation this 
morning to the Russian Embassy. 


“T don't mean that the interview was 
specially profound, but even to be able to 
express one’s concern to a top Soviet offi- 
cial brought with it a kind of sense of 
fulfillment. 


At the Soviet Embassy 


“We had about an hour with a young 
attaché (Secretary to the Ambassador). 
Of course he defended the policy of the 
Soviet government, but he listened, I 
believe, interestedly to, what we had to say. 


“And the one moment when I felt he 
warmed to me was when I told him that I 


had been through the war in England. | 


There seems to be a tremendous sense 

among Russians that no one in America 

understands what they suffered during 

the war. And I think it is largely true. 

“Yesterday a delegation went to the 
White House and some of us did a poster- 
parade outside. 

“Katie Voorhies of Tracy felt such a 


“call of God’ to come and join us that she | 


took about $140 (silver dollars!) out of the 
little store she has been making to pay for 
her funeral, and travelled without stop 
four days and nights by bus from Cali- 
fornia. 


“T think you can see by my letter that 
I am keeping wonderfully well and have 
quite a lot of energy.” 


DUTCH RESISTERS 
GET PAROLE 


Imprisoned Dutch COs will now be re- 
leased on parole after two-thirds of their 
term of imprisonment has been completed 
as are other prisoners. In practice this 
will mean that all severe sentences will be 
reduced by one year. This concession from 
the Dutch Ministry of Justice is largely 
the result of energetic action by a Dutch 
Labour MP and Hein van Wijk, the Dutch 
lawyer and war resister. 

—WRI News Service 


DENMARK: A delegate meeting of the 
“One World ” organisation sent a resolution 
in March to the Danish Government and 
Parliament urging that a clause be inserted 
in the Budget setting aside for positive 
peace work an amount corresponding to 
0.1 per cent. of military expenditure. This 
amount would be distributed by a Parlia- 
mentary Committee between all organiga- 
tions which work actively for peace. 


POLAND: — Military 
women is to be introduced. 


conscription of 


PHILLIPINES: A Gandhian training centre 
(Ashram) will shortly be set up in the 
Phillipines, according to Mr. Lorenzo 
Bautista, a president of the Phillipines 
Town Hall organisation and a delegate to 
the World Pacifist Conference, held recently 
at Wardha. 


Revealing this to pressmen in Bombay, 
Mr. Bautista declared: “I believe that even 
persons now engaged in making the hydro- 
gen bomb would soon see the futility of 
that bomb if Gandhian philosophy was pro- 
perly propounded.” —India News 


USA: Use of atomic or hydrogen bombs 
would be “mass murder, a violation of the 
Fifth Commandment and absolutely morally 
wrong,” according to the Rev. John A. Gas- 
son, S.J.. Professor of Philosophy at Spring 
Hill College, Mobile, Alabama. Father 
Gasson said that even if an H-bomb were 
used against the United States, it “still 
would not be right for us to use it against 
the enemy.” —2NS 


NTY-FIVE Americans and one Englishwoman, members of a large | 


Are you a Lucifer? 


HE Roman Catholic Church 

has ruled conscientious ob- 
jectors to be theologically “‘in 
error,” according to a recent 
issue of Time which quotes an 
attack on the bill to legalise 
conscientious objection in Italy 
by Father Messineo in the 
Jesuit “ Civilta Cattolica.” 


The Sermon on the Mount, it is 
suggested, referred only to individu- 
als and not collective groups, which 
should be defended by arms when 
menaced by unjust aggression, “Con- 
scientious objectors,” he says, “are 
guilty of Lucifer-like sin of pr.de; or 
of grave error; or of complete mis- 
understanding of God’s laws.” 

A Vatican spokesman, says Time, 
declares that if such “ moral absen- 
teeism”’ were to become widespread, 
the Pope would intervene and give 
Messineo full backing. 


Against this, a correspondent in 
the Catholic Worker has discovered 
at least three “ concnies” amongst 
the official Saints of the Church — 
SS Martin, Victricius and Maximilian, 
the last of whom suffered martyrdom 
not for his Christian faith, but for 
refusing to serve as a conscript. 


Another Catholic, The Rev. Clar- 
ence Duffy of New York, has been 
touring Canada in 
the cause of peace, 


tee, for a world conference on 
disarmament “down to the 
rifle ’’ seems also to have fallen 
on stony ground—even though, 
as he says, we are faced with 
the possible extinction of all the 
human beings of this earth. 


“Men are taking the universe 
apart. If civilisation and humanity 
are to find security they cannot find 
it by partial disarmament, but only 
by complete disarmament. 


“ 


... It would be defeatist to say 
now that the Russians would never 
agree; I assume that the Russians, 
like the people of the United States, 
are anxious to stay alive. 


“ 


4 Another war wouki be so 
devastating that all you’d fight for 
would be lost, anyway. Those who 
survived would ask _ themselves: 
‘What did we fight for, anyway ?’” 


Pacifist Japan 


The Japanese Christian leader, 
Dr. xagawa, now over here on a lec- 
ture-tour, has affirmed his faith in 
disarmament as a great step towards 
peace. 


“We have a new Constitution,” he 
said, “in the ninth article of which it 
declares that permanently Japan is 
disarmed. We have 
no army, no navy or 


undeterred by any armed forces.” 
threats from For the first time, 
Church authorities, Japan had liberty of 
police raids and thought, even for 
Government Communism; women 
attempts at sup- had the right to 
pression, particu- vote, and there was 
larly from the Dup- now a woman Mini- 
lessis administration ster for Foreign 
in Quebec. He ad- Affairs; and 


dressed a gathering of 3,000 in 
Toronto. The full story is given in 
the current issue of The Word 
(Strickland Press, Glasgow). 


Mixture as Before 


EPORTS from America 

show little prospect of a 
change of heart in President 
Trueman; if anything, the 
arteries are hardening. 


Although urged by influential 
members of his party to combine his 
decision to produce the H-Bomb 
with another bold efiort to reach a 
working arrangement with the Rus- 
sians, Mr. Truman refused, says a 
New York Times correspondent; he 
declined also to comment on Senator 
Vandenberg’s suggestion that  pro- 
duction of the bomb should be halted 
if the Russians accepted an effective 
system of international atomie ener- 
gy control; and when asked by a re- 
porter whether the United Nations 
should be notified of a renewed in- 
terest in atomic control, the President 
said no. 


A stumbling-block to negotiation 
has always been the Baruch Plan, the 
wisdom of which is now being ques- 
tioned by other than “ appeasars.” 


Baruch Outmoded 


ONSCRIPTION NEWS 
quotes from the “ Scienti- 
fic American” an article by 
Chester I. Barnard, part-author 
of the 1946 Acheson-Lilienthal 
report on which the plan was 
based, expressing long-standing 
doubts as to its efficacy. 


He says: “... It seemed to me at 
the time that, logical and sound as 
the plan was, the chances of its 
adoption were very small. This esti- 
mate was not by any means based 
exclusively on the possibility of de- 
termined opposition to the plan by 
the Soviet Union. It apneared likely 
that every country, including our 
own, would encounter extrame techni- 
cal and popular difficulties in re- 
nouncing that considerable portion of 
its national sovereignty which accep- 
tance of the contemplated pact would 
require Now that the Soviet 
Union apparently also has the bomb, 
there will have to be some changes in 
our tactics and our attitude.” 


The Federation of American Scien- 
tists has urged President Truman to 
establish immediately a non-partisan 
commission of natural scientists, 
political scientists, economists and 
foreign affairs experts, with the ob- 
ject of formulating an atomic energy 
policy, not merely of inspection and 
control, but against a broader back- 
ground of international, political and 
economic issues. 


Sad Tydings 
HE recent appeal of Senator 


Tydings, Chairman of the 
Senate Armed Services Commit- 


labourers had the right to organise 
trade unions. 


Kagawa was twice interned in 
Japan during the war because of his 
pacifism, but was released, as being 
in prison gave him the opportunity 
to write more than he could outside. 


World Order 


The International Liaison Commit- 
tee of Organisations for Peace, under 
the Chairmanship of Gerald Bailey, 
former National Peace Council Direc- 
tor, has established a working-party 
in Paris. 


A conference, to be arranged next 
Sepiember, will discuss the signifi- 
cance to world peace and world order 
of the “ ethnographical prassures and 
political and soc.al tendencies be- 
conung urgently manifest in under- 
developed areas and notably in Asia 
and Africa.” " 


The Council of Swiss Peace Asso- 
ciations has unanimously approved 
a declaration in favour or world 
government. 


More than thirty British MPs have 
signed a letter, imtiated by Mr. Hen- 
ry Usborne, naminating the World 
Movement for Worid Federal Govern- 
ment as 1950 Nobel Peace Prize win- 


ner. Among individuals nominated 
are pacifists Andre Trocme _ of 
France; Wilhelm Mensching, Ger- 


many; Johannes Ude, Austria; and 
Maria Montessori. 


A Good Example 


The Australian Federal Pacifist 
Council has set a good example in 
uniting the following organisations: 
Australian Peace Pledge Union; 
(Christian Pacifist Movement; Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation; Society of 
Friends; Tasmanian Peace Feliows- 
ship. 


Over sixty pacifists attended the 
annual conierence at Adelaide in 
January and heard reports from 
John Fallding, Australian delegate to 
the World Pacifist Conference in 
India; and Tony Bishop, WRI repre- 
sentative and fditor of The Peace- 
macer, only pacifist Journal in Aus- 
tralia. 


The conference recommended the 
establishment of a Ministry of Peace, 
also the formation of a travelling 
unit of peace-workers and a work- 
camp with special relation to the 
Aboriginees. 


Now on a six-months visit to Aus- 
tralia is Roger Page, Director of 
Peace News and until recently Secre- 
tary of the No Conscription Council. 
He will go to Melbourne, Sydney, 
Adelaide (where he expects to broad- 
cast), Brisbane and Fremantle, as 
well aos the farming districts. He 
has been asked to help in forming 
an Australian No Conscription Coun- 
cil and also hopes to visit Aboriginal 
settlements and prisons. Reports of 
his trip will appear in Peace News. 


MARGARET TIMS 
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‘ 
‘ 


- two brothers, went into the Church. 


4—PEACE NEWS, April 21, 1950 


“You must read this book, published today. 


If you have a 


white skin and if you have a conscience you will be overcome 
with shame, but you will be unable to put the book down. 
It will hold you horrified, outraged. .. .” 


IN FACE 


OF FEAR 


Michael Scott’s Chalienge to S. Africa 


N 1946 the Indian community in Durban, faced with a new race 


discriminating measure of the 


South African Government, the 


Asiatic Land Tenure Act, decided to revive Gandhi’s method of passive 


resistance. 


Every night a contingent of volunteers, 
both men and women, squatted on a section 
of vacant municipal ground in quiet, peace- 
ful protest. This was their way of oppos- 
ing an obnoxious act passed by a Parlia- 
ment in which they had no representation. 
They waited on the plot of land until the 
police came and arrested them. They were 
pledged to use no violence whatever in any 
event, not even to raise an arm in self- 
defence. 


But before the police, the mob—gangs 
of hate-crazed, white hooligans also 
gathered by the municipal plot. Dressed 
in sports kit—shorts and gym shoes or 
football tboots—-they sang patriotic songs, 
listened to a speech and then charged upon 
the Indians, striking them to the ground 
with their fists and kicking them as they 
lay groaning. This was the expression of 
their philosophy of white supremacy... . 
The policy of the police towards this battle 
_ between the passive resistance of the 
Indians and the violent orgy of the whites 
was one of non-intervention. 


A young Church of England clergyman 
was sent to Durban for a weekend visit to 
report on the “ disturbances.” He was the 
Rev. Michael Scott. 


After he had discovered what was hap- 
pening, his reaction was spontaneous. He 
described it later in these simple words: 
“The night attacks were even more violent, 
I drew up a hurried report on the position 
and Mr. Sorubjee Rustomijee cabled ex- 
tracts from it to General Smuts and to 
India. . . . For my own part the only pos- 
sible course seemed to be to throw in one’s 
lot with the Resisters’.” 


Scott waited on the plot with them and 
watched the Indians knocked down all 
around him. When the hooligans saw his 
eassock they didn’t strike him, but abused 
him with words. 


’ He wrote afterwards: “I remember one 
of the Indian girls, a Muslim, Zenab Asvat, 
after all the men had been knocked uncon- 
scious in front of her, saying to me, ‘It’s 
not their fault, they don’t know what they 
are doing.’ I don’t suppose she had ever 
read the story of the crucifixion. ... 


Sent to prison 


Michael Scott was arrested and sentenced 
to three months imprisonment and he was 
subjected to a campaign of calumny in the 
South African Press which has never 
ceased. 


But he gained samething that is of in- 
estimable good and that may yet change 
the whole frightful story of white-black 
relations in South Africa. He, a white 
man, gained the trust of the Africans. 


This has taken him to the bar of the 
United Nations, there to plead the case of 
the most oppressed South African tribe. 
Though he is personally reticent and un- 
ambitious, it has made him a world figure. 


Now, in an urgently necessary ‘book, 
comes the full story of his cause: “In 
Face of Fear—Michael Scott’s Challenge 
to South Africa,” by Freda Troup (Faber 
and Faber, 12s. 6d.). Nearly everybody 
knows how Michael Scott went lobbying at 
the United Nations and eventually won the 
right to address them upon the Petition of 
the Hereros not to be incorporated in the 
Union, and nearly everybody knows how 
South Africa has defied the resolved wishes 
of the United Nations. But hardly any- 
body knows exactly why the Hereros should 
be so passionately anxious not to be en- 
meshed in the Union. This book gives all 
the facts. 


Freda Troup is a colleague of: Scott’s in’ 


South Africa and, too busy to write the 
book himself, he handed over his papers, 
notes, and writings to her. She, on her 
part, much as she admired Scott, took the 
precaution of checking all his facts again. 
She found nothing in error. So we get a 
factual, detailed, well-documented and in- 
tensely interesting account of the back- 
ground of what has seemed a due! between 
Michael Scott and the South African 
Government. 


His work among lepers 


‘Scott himself was born in England, the 
son of an Anglican parson and, with Ae 
e 
first went to South Africa because of ill- 
health and worked among the lepers there. 
After returning to England to complete his 
training, he worked first in a country 
parish, then in a fashionable part of London 
(which he didn’t like), then in the East 
End (which he did like). Then he went 
out to India, still working, Christ-like, 
amongst the downcast and then, having re- 
turned to England just before war broke 
out, joined the R.A.F. with air crew rank. 
He was soon invalided out, however, owing 
to ill-health and went back to South Africa 
where he became an assistant “priest in 
Johannesburg. 
His work was amongst people living in 
the most appalling conditions of squalor, 


himself with their cause. 


disease and malnutrition.. Setting out to 
find a practical way of putting things right, 
he started the Campaign for Right and 
Justice and prepared a constructive pro- 
gramme of Regional planning. This project, 
however, collapsed against the granite-wall 
of Government indifference. After this 
came the episode in Durban. Released from 
gaol, he resigned his parish work and was 
given a General Licence to preach in the 
pag. being paid, though, only for specific 
work, 


He was sent to report on conditions in 
Johannesburg and, with only his typewriter 
and a few personal belongings, lived in a 
shack amongst these wretched Africans. 
Once more he came into conflict with the 
authorities—for contravening the law by 
living in a native townghip. To. do this 
work he reduced himself to complete 
poverty, caring only for his 
livelihood. 


Outcasts in their own country 


By his work around Johannesburg and 
amongst the native farm workers in the 
Eastern Transvaal, Scott gained an intimate 


understanding of the desperate problem of | 


the Africans, poverty-stricken outcasts in 
their own country. He completely identified 
He was hated by 
the white herrenvolk, but trusted by the 
Africans. 


So it was that he received an invitation 
to visit Frederick Maharero, Paramount 
Chief of the Hereros of South-West Africa, 
now living in exile in Bechuanaland. With 
a few friends he set off by car on the long 
journey along the parched, cracked and 
dusty roads to Serowe. The old chief told 
him: “I made a request to Chief Tshekedi 
to be given an opportunity of meeting you. 
I asked this in order to express my views 
on the question of appealing for the return 
of our lands in South-West Africa. It is 
the conviction of the whole Herero people 
living in Bechuanaland Protectorate that 
we should return to South-West Africa. ,..” 


The Chief showed Scott letters he had 
been receiving from his people in South- 
West Africa, explaining their fears, and 
asking for his intervention. 


Scott agreed to go there and discover 
the truth. He found the truth—and it 
has given him no rest ever since. He 
has referred to the cause of the Hereros 
as being symbolic to him of that of all 
the oppressed of the earth. 


Indeed, their brutal treatment at the 
hands of white imperialists must be one of 
the most shameful stories of all history. 
Proud, dignified, recognised as one of the 
best cattle-farming people in the world, 
they were once known as “the cattle-rich 
Hereros.” Then the white men came and 
began systematically driving them from 
their lands. 


The Germans were ruthless in their at- 
tempt to exterminate them and they nearly 
succeeded, first by stirring up strife 
amongst the different tribes, then by direct 
war. They spent £264 millions on this and 
reduced the tribe to about one-sixth of its 
former size. Other tribes also suffered: 
half the Hottentots and Berg-Damaras were 
slaughtered and lost all their cattle, lands 
and tribal cohesion. But they, at least, 
were given small reserves; the Hereros— 
those who hadn’t fled right out of the 
country—were divided up like animals and 
forced into slave-like labour and large num- 
bers of the women into concubinage. 


Broken promises: brutal exploitation 


When war broke out in 1914, the 
Hereros were promised that if they fought 
against the Germans they would ‘be given 
back their lands. They were overjoyed at 
the prospect, though when they asked for 
something in writing they were told that 
that would come with victory. 


Of course, it didn’t. What happened was 
that the Hereros were hounded into eight 
separate reserves, without any tribal unity, 
always in the least prosperous parts of the 
land and without the right to go from one 
reserve to another without a pass. When 
the Union took over the mandate, 8,000 of 
the pre-war German population of 13,000 
were left in possession of the land they had 
expropriated. And the expropriation went 
on under Union auspices, more and more 
white settlers being sent in to take.the pick 
of the land. 


Freda Troup gives much detail of the 
cynical way in which the natives have been 
driven about from one area to another, al- 
ways having to make way for the white 
man, always finishing up with land next to 
useless. In one case, when they refused to 
move to another area, where there was no 
water near the surface, the windmills which 
worked their well-pumps were smashed to 
pieces. 

A Berg-Damaras incident is recounted. 
The tribe was put on to a reserve and told 
to build dams, make water holes and roads. 
They spent their own money and did the 
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RECENT PAMPHLETS 


Britain’s economic dilemmda | 


Power or Peace, by Wilfred Wellock, 24pp. and cover. 


MURING the last three years 
Wilfred Wellock has made two 
lecture tours in the United States of 
America, and it is in the light of 
what he saw and heard there that he 
has written these reflections upon 
western industrialism and world 
leadership. 


He argues, and it would be difficult to 
refute him, that the development of science 
as the servant of profit and power-politics 
has brought us to an era where, in world 
affairs, power is the only thing that counts, 
and individual nations, like individual per- 
sons, have an ever lessening importance. 


The course of history is being more and 
more determined by the USA and the 
USSR, the only two states that possess the 
power—industrial, economic, financia] and 
military—to shape events in this 
materialistic age. All other nations are 
gradually being forced to conform to the 
pattern laid down by these two. 


America rules Britannia 


Britain, despite her avowed independence, 
is within the American ambit, and the 
author believes that the recent devaluation 
of sterling was made at the behest of the 
United States Government. 


For reasons which he carefully explains 
he doubts whether it will do more than 
grant a brief respite from our economic 
troubles. The very fact that it compelled 
poor Britain to give more value for less 
currency, and enabled rich America to give 
less currency for more goods, condemns it 
as a method of trying to achieve Britain's 
solvency. 

One wonders if there were deeper reasons 
for devaluation, or was it just due to the 
innate tendency of the capitalist mind to 
take full advantage of its power? 


Sir Stafford Cripps said at the time “ We 
have been trying temporary expedients 
which have led to a series of crises as 
each expedient became exhausted.” It 
looks as though the present proposals for 
bridging the dollar gap and restoring the 
financial stability of Western European 
Countries will in dup course be added to the 
list of exhausted temporary expedients. 


It is now clear that the world’s economic 
structure and balance of economic power 
have changed so fundamentally that Britain 
will be unable to maintain her 1939 
economy with its low agricultural and high 
industrial production. Because the former 
food and raw material producing countries 
are now moving rapidly in the direction of 
a reasonably balanced agricultural- 
industrial economy. Britain has no option 
but to follow suit, and the sooner she com- 
mences the process of adjustment the 
better it will be for her future. 


Difficult road ahead 


It will be hard to make the decision, and 
once decided, a difficult road to follow; she 
will have to suffer for errors in her past, 
but it is encouraging to find that a prophet 
so little given to optimism believes that the 

| heart of the nation is sound and that even 


work themselves. Wheelbarrows, picks and 
shovels were loaned by the Government. 
Afterwards they were told they must pay 
for them: 10s. a year from each man for 
four years. And when all was done— 
water-supply made, roads constructed— 
they were told they must move elsewhere. 
White men wanted the land. 


Actually, the reserves are regarded quite 
frankly as breeding grounds for cheap 
labour. The 1928 annual report on South- 
West Africa stated: “Men are not en- 
couraged to remain idling in the reserves. 
Only men who are physically unfit, or such 
as are necessarily required to look after the 
people in the reserves and their stocks and 
the stock of others who have gone out to 
work, are encouraged to remain there.” 


In fact, these Africans have no more 
rights than slaves: no political rights, no 
economic rights. They are dispossessed in 
their own country: land stolen, tribe 
broken, : 


You must read this book. This article 
can only hint at the story it tells. If you 
have a white skin and if you have a con- 
science you will be overcome with shame, 
but youwill be unable to put the book 
down. It will hold you horrified, out- 
raged. ... 


A crucial test of democracy 


The Petition from the Hereros, which 
Scott took to the United Nations, asks for 
the restitution of their lands and their 
tribal unity—with the return of the Para- 
mount Chief and the 14,000 tribesmen 
exiled in Bechuanaland. It asks for South- 
West Africa to be put under an inter 
national trustee system, failing that, under 
British Protectorate; 
the protection of the United States. It 
specifically asks that it should not be kept 
under the Union of South Africa. 


Now that South Africa is following a 
policy of worsening racial discrimination, 


openly pledged to maintain white dictator- | 


ship, the struggle becomes of mounting 
urgency. Don’t forget, too, that right 
round the world millions of coloured peoples 
watch such an issue believing the struggle 
against oppression to be one everywhere. 
They are quite right: it is an international 
issue. DOUGLAS ROGERS 


failing that, under | 


he F 


Peace News, 6d. 


America, scarcely less than Britain, © 
confronted with a frightening dilemm& 
and will be unable to eseape the necessll¥ 
of making major adjustments in ‘ 
economy. The danger is that she may uy 
to solve her greatest worry, shortage % 


“HE SAW HIS LOGIC 
WRIT 
LARGE’ 


We are pleased to 
publish the  follow- 
ing grateful appre- 
ciation of Wilfred 
Wellock’s work from 
a Birmingham busi- 
ness man who pre- 
fers to remain 
anonymous as he is 
“a shy person wha 
would be  embar- 
rassed by publicity.” 
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WILFRED WELLOCE 5 
YVILFRED WELLOCK is a writer it © 


is 
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probably because he evolves. It aM . 
our lethargic nature ta be comforted is p.m. 


the old, old story, whereas Welloct — 
always springing something new of he 
Hence he always has been a thorn 1" 4 
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present writer. Ia Pm. Din 
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of America gathered on two lecture “7 Bm, Lunek 
I am glad W.W. was invited to Ameri) ap 1) Free { 
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The Refugee Problem and the Midd got 
by Henry Carter. s.Cr.8vo. 6 
cover (Epworth Press, 1s.). 


This is the first of a series of occ st 
papers which the Beckly Trustees meta 
to issue. They intend them to be =), w 
rather than propagandist, and to 


formation in a condensed form one - 
temporary social, industrial an pur 
topics. This one fulfils its 
admirably. 


From time to time most people —*, i 
plight of one or another of the many tle 
of refugees thrust upon thelr lievia? 
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WHITSUN CONFERENCE PLANS 


SMMEbitsuntide PPU Conference, to be 
_ f_teld at Elfinsward, Haywards Heath, 
Britain, © will discuss “ How we can express 

dilemma, f,” Pacifism more adequately through our 
a necessi¥ [iMration with other organisations; 


. physicaly 


s in hel igh the Press; politics, education and 
ie may UY the training and practice in non- 
iortage emai’ » writes Stuart Morris in the PPU 
—— p 


che Provisional programme printed below 
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FOUR FIELDS OF 
ACTIVITY FOR 
LABOUR PACIFISTS 


.QPEAKING at the 10th AGM of the 
Labour Pacifist Fellowship, recently, 
Reginald Sorensen, MP, called for co- 
operation with others within the Labour 
Movement in four fields of policy: 


(1) We can join with those who, realis- 
ing that modern warfare threatens 
annihilation, call for the repudiation 
of atomic bombs and other weapons 
of mass destruction, despite the con- 
sequences. 


We ean join with those who, like 
Lord Boyd Orr, would have their 
nations draw together for construc- 
tive action to meet common needs. 


We can co-operate with coloured 
peoples in efforts to overcome poverty 
and disease and aid their peaceful 
evolution to self-government. 


We can think out the steps to, and 
what is involved in a World-Govern- 
ment that is not based on domination, 
but a real partnership of peoples. 

Ron Huzzard, General Secretary, in 
moving the Annual Report, noted increased 
activity and recruitment and asked for fur- 
efforts by members to carry. the 
message of pacifism into the Labour Move- 
ment. The spirit of service exemplified by 
pacifists in the war was still needed today. 
In the past year LPF members had initia- 
ted many local schemes of international 
service. There was a field for the develop- 
ment of this spirit in local affairs and with- 
in the Social Services. The LPF needed 
more workers. 

Particulars of the LPF can be had from 
the Hon. Secretary, 64 Parliament Hill, 
N.W.3. 


(2) 
(3) 


(4) 


International Friendship League’s 
Annual Conference 


PPHE annual conference of the Inter- 
national Friendship League was held 
on Easter Sunday at the Pavilion, Exmouth. 


The Rev. Reginald Sorensen, MP, a vice- 
president of the League, who addressed the 
delegates, said that the breaking down of 
artificial barriers between the nations was 
the most important task of the present 
age, and the IFL was certainly contribu- 
ting its part towards international under- 
standing. 


It was helping to bring people to people, 
he said, and was therefore supplying an 
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FURTHER TRIBUTES TO Dr. ALEX WOOD 


“One of the. best Christians’ 


From LAURENCE HOUSMAN 


WYORD of the death of Alex Wood has 
*" only just réached me. In him we 
have lost one of the best Christians I have 
ever met; and along with his Chcistianity 
went a combination of qualities which are 
not always to be found in leaders of great 
causes when fighting against heavy odds. 
He had an eminently well-balancea mind; 
without any weak yielding, he never in- 
dulged in over-statement of what he held 
to be truth. No one could question his 
fundamental honesty of mind; he had the 
courage of his convictions; but to opponents 
was alwavs considerate and courteous. 


He shared with two others of our leaders 
—Dick Sheppard and George M. L!. Davies 
—the rare gift of having no personal hatred. 
I never Knew him speak in anger; and 
even when moved and distressed by un- 
toward events, he was never “ upset.’”’ Calm, 
equable, clear-headed, he maintained a bal- 
ance through all the adversities of the 
Peace Movement which many of us must 
have envied; while his hard-working faith- 
fulness to the heavy and never-ending 
duties of the executive lay on all members 
of the Peace Pledge Union a deep debt. of 
gratitude to his memory. 


SCHOOLBOYS CONFERENCE | 


ON CONSCRIPTION 


“rPHE Challenge of Conscription” was 

the title of a conference held at 
Reckitt House, Leighton Park School, 
Reading, from April 3-5 for boys between 
the ages of 16 and 19. It was the third 
year in which a conference on the subject 
had been arranged by the Friends’ Peace 
pa and was attended by about 15 
oys. 

G. Colin Fawcett gave an imtroductory 
talk on the general background to the 
problem and was followed by Dr. A. C. 
Craig, lecturer at Glasgow University and 
formerly Secretary of the British Council 
of Churches. He stressed the importance 
of the decision of the individual. Pacifists 
should, he said, perform their duties in the 
society in which they live as far as pos- 
sible, and should lead a life of active 
pacifism. 


Fred J. Adams spoke with first hand 


From Rev. LEWIS MACLACHLAN, M.A. 
Editor of Reconciliation 


‘PHE only fitting description of Alex Wood 

is that he was a real Christian. He sel- 
dom talked about his religion, except when 
taking part in general discussion, and then 
what ne had to say was severely practical. 
He just put the Christian faith into life. It 
was himself, and not only what he said, that 
was convincing. He never found fault; 
never talxed to us for our good; yet his 
moral judgment was clear and decisive. He 
was so unconscious of being superior to 
anyone that he was quite evidently on a 
higher level of living than most. 


Alex Wood is known as a pacifist and 
socialist. That was how his Christian faith 
found expression in terms of human need. 
The same vocation that compelled the 
brilliant young scientist to run a mission in 
the back streets of Cambridge, neglecting 
his own interests for those of others, called 
him in later life to sacrifice a political career 
to the support of the most unpopular 
causes. His sound social principles and 
clear objective view of affairs enabled him 
to work towards a common end with people 
with whom he was only partially in agree- 
ment. He respected his opponents and they 
respected him. He was no agitator. He did 
not strive as one who scarcely expected to 
succeed. On the contrary, there was a quiet 
and almost humorous serenity about him 
which revealed the depth of his convictions, 
while it greatly encouraged the faith of his 
fellow-workers. 


Race relations in Africa 


De. RITA _HINDEN, Secretary of the 

Fabian Colonial Bureau speaking on 
“The Situation in South Africa” at a 
meeting of London FoR members on March 
30, said that the race-relations trouble did 
not end in South Africa; there were prob- 
lems in Rhodesia, Tanganyika, Nigeria and 
Kenya, all of which had white minorities. 
The Africans were demanding more and the 
Europeans had a fear of being crowded out; 
but we could not educate the African and 
expect him to be content with an inferior 
status, and the time had come for a radical 
change ir our policy. 

“What could we ourselves do?” she 
asked. There was no possible approach to 
the South African Government, and if any- 
thing could be done in South Africa it 
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COQ AND German Fiancee seek unfurp. 
flat, 4 rms., in S. London. Buglasa, 69 
Hayden Avenue, Purley, Surrey. 

£1750. FREEHOLD house with ghop in 
centre of Hay-on-Wye, living room, baci 
kitchen, 8 bed., attics, all main services, 
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6—PEACE NEWS, April 21, 1950 
Dr. Belden’s Pax Christi Campaign 
a 


“CHURCHES CAN 
STOP WAR’’ 


rPHE Pax Christi plan for the abolition of 

war through the unity of the Churches 
was the subject of an address by Dr. Belden, 
founder of the movement, to a conference 
of ministers and church leaders, held at 
Friends House during the April meeting 
of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
Southampton Branch. 

Dr. Belden said he believed that by the 
signing of a Universal Christian Agree- 
ment, Christians could unite to make 
effective a ban upon the preparation and act 
of war. 

He was organising the collection on a 
Muster Roll of all those who agreed to 
maintain the Unity of the Body of Christ, 
across all ecclesiastical, racial and national 
lines, when called upon by the Church to 
do so, or in the case of Protestants when 
fellow Christians would act together. 

He Jaid particular emphasis upon the 
urgent need for Christians to realise their 
responsibility for giving moral direction in 
this matter. 


The Churches must lead 


The evening public meeting, with Mr. 
George Bromby presiding, was devoted to 
an address by Dr. Belden on the proposition, 
“The Churches can stop atomic war.” 

Referring to the destructive power of the 
bomb, he said that although we were in 
sight of racial suicide, the British Council 
.of Churches, after long deliberation, told us 
“We have nothing to offer.” 

If in such a situation the churches really 
had nothing to offer, he said, then religion 
had become a mere department of our life. 

The founders of the Pax Christi plan 
believed that the Church could and should | 
give the moral leadership in outlawing 
war. 

After a discussion the meeting endorsed 
a resolution in support of the plan, copies 
of which were sent to the chief religious 
denominations. 


Unity with Catholics 


Dr. Belden also explained the Pax Christi 

lan at a meeting, at the Congregational 
Fall, Penzance. 

At question time, he was asked if he 
thought the Roman Catholic Church would 
co-operate, in view of the fact that it was 
opposed to every other religion and even 
forbade its members to go to the Cenotaph. 

Dr. Belden replied that the Vatican had 
shown interest in his book, ‘‘ Pax Christi,” 
and the finest notice the book had received 
in any English paper was in the Roman: 
Catholic review “ The Sower.” The a 


had stated that any Catholic might sign the 
agreement. 
“It may be,” said Dr. Belden, “that 
this terrible crisis is the one instrument 
that will bring about an international 
Church at last. 
“It may compel Christians to.delve down 
beneath their differences and find their 
grand enternal unity.” 


Mary Barr in London 


MPHE Rev. Margaret Barr, who has been 
engaged on educational and religious 
wwork in India for many years is one of the 
speakers at the meetings of the General 
Assembly of ‘Unitarian and Free Christian 
Churches now being held in London. An au- 
thority on the newly-introduced system of 
‘basic education, she has done much pioneer- 
ing work in this field and is at present work- 
ing on a handbook of religious instruction 
for use in the basic education schools. 


| 
ar, er 
HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP | 


More important pacifist books from India 


‘NON VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR 

' by M. K. GANDHI 14s, 

FOR PACIFISTS 2s. 3d. 
by M. K. GANDHI 


compiled by Bharatan Kumarappa for the World 
Pacifist Conference. 


Further supplies are now available of 


MAHATMA GANDHI AND BIHAR 8s. 6d. 
by RAJENDRA PRASAD 


THE INDIA OF MY DREAMS 5s. 6d. 
by M. K. GANDHI 
THE NEW COMMUNISM 1s. 8d. 


by ALOKANANDA MAHABHARATI 


BAPU: CORRESPONDENCE AND CON- 
VERSATIONS WITH MAHATMA 


GANDHI 5s. 
by MARY BARR 


You must read 


WINSTON CHURCHILL IN WAR AND 


PEACE 2s. 6d. 
by EMRYS HUGHES 

A critical biography, shedding much light on the 
eventa of the past five years. 


ADD POSTAGE: Books 6d., booklets up to 33. 6d.—3d. 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP LIMITED 
(the pacifist booksellers) 
3 Blackstock Road London N.4 
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Up and Doing 
NEXT WEEK! 


The eight-page, bigger and _ better 
Peace News is out next week. With it 
commences our six months’ intensive 
effort to build up circulation. 


It has got to be an ‘all-out’ drive and 
we appeal to every reader for support. 


Give the new number a great send- 
off by tackling at least one of the fol- 
lowing schemes: 


1. Order from us six extra copies a 
week at half price for free distribution 
(1s. 6d. a dozen, postage 4d.) and send 
each week to suitable people (Intro- 
ductory leaflets free). 


2. Ask your newsagent to \jorder and 
display an extra copy each week, which 
you will buy if left over. 

3. Sell regularly in the local main 
street, at public meetings and {amongst 
your friends and local organisations. 
Supplies at trade rate (2s. 3d. a dozen, 
postage extra), monthly account and 
“on sale or return” terms if desired. 


4. Send your own copy every week 
to people who may be interested, or 
leave it where someone will pick it 
up. 

It will be a great encouragement to 
be flooded with orders for next week’s 
issue. Please write today. 

We need 2,500 new readers in the 
next six months to keep the larger 
paper going. How many can we de- 
pend on you getting for us 7 

HW..F.M. 


Circulation last week 9,000. 


““! remain stateless ” 
— GARRY DAVIS 


XNARRY DAVIS, who returned to the 
USA as a French immigrant after 
having given up his American citizenship 
and declared himself a World Citizen, told 
German world citizens that he would be 
returning to Germany. He told U.S. press 
men, “I remain stateless.” 

In an article in Weltkurier, the organ of 
Germany’s World Citizenship Movement, 
Garry Davis refutes the title of “ World 
Citizen No.1” given him by the Press, since 
it suggests a revival of the ‘ fuehrer 
ideology.” 

“The time of symbolical gestures has 
gone,” says Garry Davis. ‘“ We must give 
the World Citizen’s movement a practical 
definition.” 

Garry Davis wants to work for the move- 
ment in the U.S. and to visit Germany in 
1951. 

He has married Audrey Peters, 21-year- 
aes of a Quaker college in the 


YOUNG PACIFIST’S 
EASTER CONFERENCE 


W/JISITORS from Africa, Germany, India, 
Y Norway, Sweden and the Seychelle 
Islands were among the 50 young people at 
the Easter Youth Holiday Conference of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, held at the 
Grange School, Buxton. 

The Conference was designed to stimu- 
jate discussion about the kind of world we 
are in. A world, unified physiologically, 
interdependent economically, yet divided in 
all sorts of artificial ways—East and West, 
black and white, hungry and over-fed. 

The discussion gave rise to such imme- 
diate questions as, “Is there any basis of 
trust among the nations ? "; “Can there be 
control of atomic energy ?” and “Is there 
a greater power than the atomic bomb ?” 
The Conference urged the need to foster 
Christian conviction on all the problems of 


(Colour, International Affairs and Peace | 


and War, and to demonstrate, in a world- 


‘and women of goodwill 


; agreement with the policy of the Foreign | 


PPU’s Political Commission 


and Disarmament Petition 


TINHE PPU Political Commission has gone 

carefully into the position in which men 
tind themselves, 
now that the General Election is over. The 
question of “ Peace and War” was not, in 
any form, submitted to the British eleec- 
torate. Foreign Affairs were not an issue. 
Both leading parties were, and are, in 


Office. 
| The Political Commission will ask the | 
| Peace Pledge Union’s Annual General 


Meeting to face up to this, and to eall to- 
gether the Peace Movements (in the first | 
instance) to form a National Organisation | 
to launch and carry through a Monster 
Petition. 

We want it to be far reaching and worded 
so as to be readily understood, and, as we 
believe, acceptable to the great masses of 
our people. We suggest the Petition should 
state:— 

“We call upon the Security Council of 
the United Nations to convene a Confer- 
ence for World-Disarmament and the com- 
plete abolition of war.” 

The important phrase is ‘“ World Dis- 
armament.” Partial disarmament (for 
example, the banning of atomic weapons) 
is quite impracticable. Unilateral disarma- 
ment is also, politically, out of the question. 
The completely right thing to do is the 
only thing that can possibly be done. 

he Commission has already sounded a 
few influential sections of the Peace Move- 
ment, with encouraging results. The time 
seems ripe for a Nation-wide “ Peace Bal- 
lot” on the supreme question of the sur- 
vival, or the destruction, of our European 
Civilisation. We believe that other nations 
will follow suit and that the Security Coun- 
cil will receive huge petitions from “the 
free peoples of the world.” 

Can the PPU, the largest and probably 
the mpst advanced, pacifist body in the 
world, take the initiative this month and 
start an inspired movement that may bring 
into being a weaponless world ? 


FRANK HANCOCK 


Rodmell, Sussex. 


Take the first step 


We all realise that suspicion of each 
other’s motives is one of the causes of the 
cold war. But can we honestly say we 
have tried everything? Are our leaders 
so bankrupt of ideas or so criminally com- 
placent that they are satisfied that all pos- 
sibilities of a peaceful East-West settle- 
ment have been exhatsted? 

The kingpin of East-West friction is 
undoubtedly Germany. Many proposals 
have been made for solving the German 
problem but they will all come to nought 
while there are two Germanys. 

‘May I advocate a new approach 
slightly different lines ? 

Let the three Western Powers withdraw 
their military and civilian administration 
20 miles from the present East-West fron- 
tier in Germany. Having done this, notify 
Russia and the world of that action, pro- 
mising a further similar withdrawal as 


on 


20 miles. 


for similar facilities granted to Sweden or 
Switzerland acting on our behalf. 


would cost us nothing. We would prove 


to the Rhine in return for Russian with- 

drawal to the Oder-Neisse line. 
Immediately that object 

achieved and mutual 


has 


wide Christian Community, the fellowship 
which is above all nations. 

Those who introduced discussions were 
the Rev. Robert Meyners, one-time co- 
Pastor of the inter-racial Fellowship 
Church of San Francisco; Max Parker of 
the West London Methodist Mission; and 
the Rev. Clifford Macquire, Genera] Secre- 
tary of the Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


(RENOUNCE WARAND! WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, Is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WCI 


WINSTON CHURCHILL, IN WAR AND PEACE 
A new critical biography by 
EMRYS HUGHES M.P. 
250 Pagea Illustrated. Price 2s. 6d. 


UNITY PUBLISHING CO., LTD. 
26 Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4 


NORTHERN FRIENDS PEACE BOARD 
EXPLORING THE ‘“ GREAT DIAGONAL” 


An epic story of reconciliation 


PEACE BY PIECES 
How peace is being built NOW 


Obtainable from: The Secretary, NFPB, 
Erienda Meeting House, Clifford St., York. 


Price 6d. each 


watch over Germany 
re-arming. 

Once that stage has been reached it 
might be easier to arrange free elections 
for the whole of Germany and to call a 
peace conference with a representative all- 
German Government taking an active part. 

It would be idle to speculate on the steps 
to follow. The basic need now is the 
restoration of confidence and the allaying 
of suspicion. At worst we shall be no 
worse off if our gesture is not answered; at 
best we shall have taken the first step on 
the road to sanity and peace. 

KENNETH H. FARNHAM 
Northampton. 


@ MICHAEL SCOTT 
(continued from page one) 

The appeal for funds for Christian 
Action was made by Victor Gollancz. 

There was nothing strange, he said, in 
the fact that he, a Jew, was asked to make 
the appeal, for today there was a great need 
for a body unhampered by restrictions of 
organised religion, and representing al} 
races, which could take Christian action 
whenever it was needed. 

Mr. A. C. F. Beales concluded the meeting 
observing that, as a Catholic, he looked for- 
ward to the day when the Pope of Rome 
would be a black man. 


A mistaken impression may have been 
gained by Mr. Golancz’s remark-that Chris- 
tian Action was the only body that had 
offered Michael Scott a platform. He meant 
of course, the only Ecclesiastical body. The 
PRU had invited him to speak at the pre- 
vious Central Hall meeting, but he was not 
then free for public engagements. 


soon as the Russians have retired the first | ring peace, and most of us knew ¢ 
Allow a Russian commission to | tradition of centuries could not be 


inspect the evacuated territory in return | 0Vernight. 
Such a gesture of goodwill on our part | which, in spite of the doctrines of P® ont 
our sincerity by being one step ahead of | have never, whether in office or i? 


the Russians and would eventually with-| sition, repudiated armaments or 24°? 
draw our forces and civilian administrators | totally pacifist policy. 


CAMPAIGN | 
COLUMN l 


Sybil Morrison's \| | 
| 
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The fact that the Labour Party has gone No 
uver to militarism is a tremendous 8 \—* 72 


back to the growth of pacifism. 
—Extract from a PPU member's lette® 

A failure establishes only this: that oer 

determination to succeed was not stron p 


enough. 
—Lord C hesterfieldt 


[-. is a human instinct to want to sucee 
in any project that is undertaken, ® 
there are many people who would rel 
even to attempt a piece at work in Wary 
there could be no certainty of a success 
conclusion, Such people would say 
hope is by no means enough, nor faith, 4 
that at least a fairly certain chance of § 
cess is necessary to any undertaking. _ 
_ The PPU today is suffering from ! 
fact that many wno joined in the first 
tnusiasm of response to Dick Sheppa 


call for individual renunciation of 
were frustrated and disappointed becal™ >, man 
their willingness to accept the consequely tion a 
of personal refusal of military service a Sts. A 
not prevent a war. It is understandal™ ufact 
that war, followed almost immediately 7 t ae 
its conclusion by the threat of yet anole ake a } 
war, should have disheartened and &® ture, 
couraged even those pacitists who had bl) Mp gap, 
at one time, inspired and thrilled by Dit lingto ae 
Sheppard’s appeal to all that was we he 4 73 
and selfless in human nature. tot {te a) 
The first great sweep of enthusiasm % dre Schena 
the pacifist pledge led to the forming & ly from 
hundreds of groups all over the coum |i @ negatic 


to the setting up of peace centres Were to : 


peace shops; to the holding of huge meet: Me work he 


ed] This worl 
he} Medictor, ; 
fof ee, cours: 
ting and 


ings in all the big towns. Pacifists 
buted leafllets, paraded with posters, lea 
to speak in the open-air and studied 
methods of non-violence in preparation Vy 
the stand they expected to have to mak 
Yet war came. ; 


Something seemed to have gone wren 
renouncing war had not prevented wal 
preparations for war; the Labour Party i 
repudiated its anti-war doctrines an ij 
Church its Christianity; both had pe 
their weight behind Mr. Churchill and ra 
blind, undeviating war policies of rev’ 
and hatred. Many young men an 
women refused military service and Mic 
wer.t to prison or accepted some alterm ig 
service, but it was a tiny handful 1 nol 
tion to a population of 40 million and ™ 4, 
no impact upon a nation at war. Efforts i 
influence the Government to state :atitl 
peace terms with a view to an army 
failed; protests against the unconditi? 
surrender policy were ineffective; ve 
brought no relief from conscription, a if 
way to another war seemed well prep 


Pacifist faith is still firm 


A general feeling of exhaustion, die | 
pointment, frustration and disbelies jiu 


ytterview 
t-old 


vailed; we had failed and there seeme ot 
hope of any success in the future. i n* 
had always known that war woul, LO 
aitertl 
1 it 
If there is any setback to pacifisnss W 
has nothing to do with the Labour Pst a 


inherent in the origina] Labour min 
te 


’ 

3B 

We cannot put the blame upon othr a 
5 


termination unaltered. Great 
been accomplished and more #® may 
people are turning our way; there gal, 
still a long way to go, but we 8° Mor th 
together in the certain knowled2t that 
truth of our cause and the sure fo or pe 
we hold to that truth the victory 
will be won. 
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